
150      Part II: Social Structure, Processes, and Control

One result of women’s secondary status is that they are 
often victims of sexual crime, and those who commit such 
crimes against women do not face severe—or in some 
cases any—punishment. Criminal acts against women, 
including honor killings, sex trafficking, and rape, take 
place around the world (Bales 2012; Bales and Trodd 
2008). Globally, 35% of women have experienced physical 
or sexual violence by an intimate partner or sexual vio-
lence by someone else at some point during their lives 
(United Nations Women 2015). In a few countries or 
regions in countries, the legal system is based on strict 
interpretations of religious books by those who practice 
rigid and literal interpretations of the faith in an attempt 
to maintain patriarchal control over women and their bod-
ies. In some countries, women who are victims of rape are 
blamed and punished very severely while the men go free 
(Shackle 2012; Taseer 2011).

According to feminist theory, the work of women in 
the private sphere—including housework, childbearing, 
and childcare—is undervalued, as are the women who 
carry out these roles. In some societies, women are the 
property of their husbands, with men’s strength and physi-
cal force the ultimate means of control over women. Some 
branches of feminist theory argue that men exploit wom-
en’s labor power and sexuality to continue their domi-
nance. The system is reproduced through new generations 
socialized to maintain the patriarchy and to view inequality 

between the sexes as “normal” and “natural.” Women who 
deviate from the cultural expectations of “normal” behav-
ior are condemned.

No one theory of why deviance occurs can explain all 
the forms of deviance. Depending on the level of analysis of 
the questions sociologists wish to study (micro, meso, or 
macro), they select the theory that best fits the data they 
find. In the following sections, we explore in more detail 
the micro–meso–macro connections as they apply to one 
manifestation of deviance: crime. This illustrates how the 
sociological imagination can be applied to deviance at 
each level in the social system.

Thinking Sociologically
Meso- and macro-level social forces can be even 
more powerful than micro-level forces in explain-
ing deviance. What might be the factors at the meso 
and macro levels that contribute to deviance such as 
prostitution or shoplifting? Pick a recent example of 
deviance now in the news. Which sociological theo-
ries help explain this deviant behavior?

CRIME AND INDIVIDUALS: 
MICRO-LEVEL ANALYSIS
In the United States, more than 2,800 acts are listed as fed-
eral crimes. These acts fall into several types of crime, 
some of which we discuss here. First, we consider how 
crime rates are measured.

How Much Crime Is There?
How do sociologists and law enforcement officials know 
how much crime occurs? Not all crime is reported to the 
police, and when crime is reported, the methods of col-
lecting data may differ. Each country has its own methods 
of keeping crime records. For instance, the official record 
of crime in the United States is found in the U.S. Federal 
Bureau of Investigation’s (FBI) Uniform Crime Reports 
(UCR). The FBI relies on information submitted volun-
tarily by law enforcement agencies and divides crimes 
into two categories: Type I and Type II offenses. Type I 
offenses, also known as FBI index crimes, include mur-
der, forcible rape, robbery, aggravated assault, burglary, 
larceny theft, motor vehicle theft, and arson. Type II 
offenses include fraud, simple assault, vandalism, driving 
under the influence of alcohol or drugs, and running 
away from home. In fact, there are hundreds of Type II 
crimes. Figure 6.4, the Crime Clock, summarizes UCR 
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